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Pockmarks are craters in the seabed caused by fluids (gas and liquids) erupting and  
streaming through the sediments. 
 
Pockmarks were discovered off the coasts of Nova Scotia, Canada in the late 1960s  
by Lew King and Brian McLean of the Bedford Institute of Oceanography.  
 
Pockmarks are uncommon on the land surface, and are expected in the ocean. 
They were discovered off Nova Scotia, using a new side scan sonar developed  
in the late 1960s by Kelvin Hughes. 
The craters off Nova Scotia are up to 150 m (490 ft) in diameter and 10 m (33 ft) deep.  
Pockmarks have been found worldwide. 
Discovery was aided by the use of high-resolution multibeam acoustic systems for  
bathymetric mapping. In these cases, pockmarks have been interpreted as the morphological  
expression of gas or oil leakage from active hydrocarbon system or a deep  
overpressured petroleum reservoir 
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Pockmarks 



Рельеф часть дельты Нигера, показанный в виде карты когерентности.  

Видны в целом прямолинейные каналы. Широко распространены покмарки.  

Иногда они образуют цепочки на дне каналов.  
А.М. Никишин, В. Никитина 















































































Покмарки (pockmark) на батиметрической карте и на сейсмическом профиле (из сейсмического куба 3Д) 

Черное море. 
Наумова, 2019, 
Лукойл 


